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CZECHOSLOVAKTIA AS I SAW_IT AND AS_I ImmAGINE IT NOW,

--——-_--—_——___————_———_—_.—_————_——-—-——-———-—————_—

Often enough I think about what happened in the past,,

~and go right to the future,what might happen and ‘become of us and

of the whole world.Thus hour after hour passes.

I loved my natlve land- Cuechoslovakia,and cannot
think about not to love it continually,until my death.

The capita17Pra5ue—1s situated more to the West-as
you‘should know. li isba'beautiful city,the nicest T saw éo fare
;ts royal castle is on the mount almost in the center of the city.‘

1t stands highly and proudly climbs to heaven -above the silver

N~

river,which flows in many turns under great many brld&es,around

]

beautiful forests,snd through most beautiful valleys.fhat a scenery!

': ¥ The educational side was there also.%e have many
pe;ménent theatres,in which they play -the pperas.Therelwere aé well
many movies from which you could learn quite a bit of intefesting

things'going in the world.In Prague there is also a great university

"one of the oldest in the world,build by Charles Fourth-"Father of
Our Hative land"-as we call him,in 1348.The sthools are more public,

. and about the same as in Canada.

" The weather does not differ ve*y much either,only the
winters are not as hard and long as here. :

Ve have great deal of sports in pzeohoslovgkia,in
winter if is usually hockey,skating and skiing,in summer swimming,
tennié?basket-ball,foﬁt-ball,volley-ball and many others.Bésides
that there is scout and sokol-it is an organization,where we do

gymnéstics,aqd every Bix years we have a big festival,where ten-
thousande and: ten thousands children and also older men and women .%
do gymnastics People from the whole world come to see %" ?? -“;t»
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Our national colors are red,blue and white.Our sign ié
white lion in a red field.The national tree is the Iinden tree.

From the news,as we get from our relatives and faithful
friends,the conditions there must be just terrible.I do not know
how the peoplg can live,They can only get two eggsjhalf a pouﬁd
of but:er;a pint-of milk,almost no meat -and iittle'of,vegetablgs
and fruit,for a person all this for the whole month.They cannot
§e1ect_their own work:They afe not allowed even to have one more’’
room than others.All the houses beléng to the state.Poor people!!!
They must be satisfied with the smallest things.l do not intend
to say anything“aﬁout those people,who have to leave their,fémilies
and go to Siberig'and die in the camps for sake of théir beloved
ig'country.Stili I would be glad to return and see my native,belovéd

éountry and "The_Hundred—waered Gold Mother Prague'"as the city is

often called,and withvpeople free again!




CHAPTER 2.
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It is the year 1938.Another war creeps on the world
énd takes away the freedoq@ .

ﬁitler's way for unity of all Germans leads .to the
occupﬁtion of ‘Austria in March 1938 and.part pf Czechoslovakia
in October'of the same yeer,while the Western powers see in this
the advancement of rescue for peace.March fifteenth %939 Lrings
German dccupation to Czeéhoslqvakia under which it suffers until
the end of: the war.These easy sucegses of Hitler inflame hin so
that on September first 1939 ﬁe invades with his powerful army
info Poland,with which in ﬁhreé weeks shares with Russia.By Hitler s
invasion into Poland the western powers wake up and England and

Prdnce declare war on Germany.However they are not prepared for

‘the war,and they only begin to make preparations.In April 1940
1

L] ) / .
Hitler’s army occupies Norway and Danmark,in the beginning of May

they set across Holland,Belgium and vuxemburg into France,which

“after a shorf and hard fight in June 1940 gives up before Hitler.

The rest of the English and French troops after e great loss leaves
the continent from Dunkirk,so that on the English island they get
ready f;f further fights.The whole world arms,ftaly and Japan
becéme allies of'Gerdans,occupy the English and French colonies,
territory in Northern Africa and in the Far Fast in Asia.In April
£941 Hitler occupies Jugoslavia,Greece,Rumania and Bulgaria and

on June twenty-second 1941 litler’s army Kussia.After the

Japénese attack on the American Pearl Harbour,America enters the

war.The whole world is in the boiling point of war,fronts on three

coqtinénts destroy lives and property of millions people,and theg

Germans advance.Untilithe end .of the year 1942 ‘and the ‘beginning

f,l’ e




‘generals sigg an unconditional surrender. .

of the year 1Y43 bring; changes,Gerumans are defeated at Stalingrad

and in Norty Africa they go back,they are driven out of Nofth "
Africa by United Alliec who cross to Italy to European contineﬁt.
Italy surrenders im fall 1943.In June 1944 irvasion'Sf United :
forces intp France,brings freedom to France,Belgium,Hoiland and &%
Hitler s poﬁer weakgns.On May eighth 1945,after the believed

death or in better words the diseppearance of Hitler,Gerﬁan

The bloody ‘history of six years showed clearly the
material and moral predominance of democracy over the dlctatorship
unfortunatly did not develop even until to-day to world peace,
for in the East stands another dictaior He is more powerful and
more cruel than Hitler,and his influece hits intorthe hearts of-

every nation.It gives ‘the cause for new fightings whlch blaze

. on ‘the Far East,gives the cause to interlour uneasiness in

separate countries and prepares the rule of matter over the

snlrit But the splrlt is immortal and the Just God will bring

-again the peace .and rest to all the people of good will on earth.

Also the flag of 1iberty Wwill again flaunt over my Homeland=

Czechoslovakia,and over my native city-Prague!!!
: / =3 j

PR TR S




C HA'P.T B.R 33

YEAR = 1948. .

—— e s

The beginning of the year 19486 did mot show anything
abnormal tham other years.Buf in the meantime the Fate brought
to me and to my country and to the whole 'world so many surpriZes
and changes. It started 5uite 1nnocent1J.

The demands of the communistic memberé of Prague
government and depufies,demanding new laws in the spirit of
aovietic legislation striked uponr the re81stance of other:

7 qii\ political parties and Czechoslovakian people,and it was clear,
;}j}: that,the,Communists in Czechoslovakia logse too many of their
party me&beré,and'that in fhé eleétions,which were supposed to
be held in Hay 1948,will suffer a great defeat.Therefore they
yev~ < 7-C had to stop so that there would be no elections.Their perfect
AR organizatlon and great promises to the worklng clasves made 1t

possible to gain this general pfo,to the armed demonstration
f’fw; ‘'against the government.The army and the police were earlier
.:M;f { éiready i; the hands of the Communists.At this moment the strength
‘,J; of Russia hits from the back and the very ill president Dr.
3 Benes under forcé'singed the consent for the arrangement of a
B " mew Communispic Government.The fate of the state was determined.
But the whoie world awakens aad so néw,as under Hitler,too,
Czéchoslovakia is the last victim of the dictators.Under Hitler
"only the emd of the terrible Second World‘far brought the
liberty to the country.7ill now a new world war be necessary?
From the'commdnistic-putsch in Czechoslovakia .the whole world
changed 10 a rough seu and there is 1little hope to come back

again-into ips normal tracks.
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_prisonlor maybe even dead.I had a terribly sad feeling,when
2.4 1ast1y'weni through the city always saying to myself-"Maybe
'that 1t is the last time I go on tnis street,and on the other,

' and oa tnat bridge,"and so on. \

_minu;e.de-gave a bouquet of roses to my grandmother for souvenir,

The danger of oﬁr fanily and occupatiom of our
property led my pa¥ents Lo the defision to find in a democratic
and free world a new home.And so0 already in May my uncle’s family
started to pack and on May twenty-eighth they said the last

good=-bye. \

The Jure days were full of quick and hard work.
Every day there was somethlng taken dﬂay and packed into big
boxes.Finally the walls end the floors looked so bare and qad,'
as if they also would be crying and telling us good-bye.I went

-to every fxiend of mine to say the very last good-bye,but 1

" could not -tell where I was goiang.That had to remain.a secret,

fo r if the Commumists would have found out,we would be in some-

-

. But-fimally there came so far/the saddest day of
ny life,duly twgntyefqurth,when about eight-thirty we left our
house with all %he rest of our rélatives.On the station we
found our compartment,put ‘all the small baggage there,and yet . . I
went outside,to.be as near as we can to everybody till the last,
and at nine-thirty we said good-bye,and nmobody could help not
to shed some tears.Then the train started to move slowly amd we :
looked at the last view of Frague.Ve did not gay very much
during our whole ride.Aftey lunch we crossed the Czechoslovakian
boundary and eatered Germauy.?he aext day during morning we
ended for some time our journey in Belgium,

) I can see everything in my mind exactly as it

happened,as if it occured yesterday. . %
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CHAPTER 4.

\

Tho day we ieft Czcchoslovakia'we;came to Germany,
ﬁhoré 36 found it quite imteresting.Even if I' were on the train
and did not have the op}ortunity to lookxafound by foot,I saw
ITa.ny ruins,whioh after ten and ten years will stlll remind
everybody about the horrors of tbe Second World War.Here for
the first t;me we also met the English and American officers

- and soldiers on diéferent,zones,who also did the custom inspectior
,o;on %hé train.The\oounty-side is very ﬁuch alike to Czechoslovakia:
or Conada.‘ ' '

The‘next dountry I saw and even was living in for

- )
almost a- year was Belglum I do mot like the weather there at alll

-0

because there is’no winter and thexefore no skating and skiing,
and that’s not fof’me.But the scenery is mot also very 1nteresting
3{}¥~}ft in most'parts.of Belgium.Thefo is only flat land wherever you_:
| 'oiﬁh 1ook.Lxcept one or two thore are not very many rivers,and only

"{\, very ;ew forests.The Walloon vpeople which inhabit the southern

part of Belglum near to the boundary of France speak French,and

those in northera part to the Holland boundary and to the sea

speak almost only Flamish. ) =
After‘é year speat in Belgium we set out %o travel

still further although unwillingly‘to‘leaQe the rest of our

/ relatives behiod.So on one July day wé werd on the train crossing
thevbouodary of Belgium and Hollaad.In this country we have
speat two days before our departure from Europe.fWe went over

many chaanels but that does not make any differenmce,for the

scenery ie the game as in Belgium,not even ome little hill.




We saw many wind-mills and largep beds of tulips.Finally:we,
arrived in Rotterdam,where we spent three hours in one of the
biggest harbours of the world,where we also saw our ship,which
took us across the wide océan to Canada.

)




.0 HAPTER 5.

"LEAVING EUROFE_AND, THE_VOYAGE ON_THE_SEA.

One July afternoom in Rotterdam we borded our ship
of Holland-America-Line,called "Vollendam" and around i1t began

to move slowly and stately.We wemt through the further part of

the chammel amd said good-bye to'the ships and to the lamd.In

the evening we oould.only see the red light of the lighthouse
glittering in the darkmess,and ell .around dafkness except the
stars shiningabove.I did mot see anything nicer.The ;first night

<;>;'w e on the ship was mot so bad,beceuse we were in the calm waters

X

Qf%h' of the Eng}isb Chanﬁél.ln the morning the sun looked at us andl

“1"— / sm;led on us tﬂrouéh the morning fog.Almost durimg the whole day
we‘sailed’arodh the British coast,aﬁd saw Ehe Dover cliffs
stidkiﬁg'their white color'out end thus giving a beautiful

'~‘sight.And so we bade the Qery very last good-bye to Europe and
thé last sight filled our'hearts.with saddness and our eyes with
tearsJonCe aéain.It took us ten days across the wide Atlantic

- ocean,Every spare momemt I looked into those beautiful colorful

N GF ) %

waves,which nobody can describe.
Then we sailed into the Ocean and the ship tegan. ’
_to' swing from one 'side to the other and sometimes ten yard
"wWaveés attacked tne ship,The sunny days changed into rainy,cloudy
and misty days. so thet sometimes the ship even had to stop mot
to strike another ship.It gave many signals end we heard the
replies of the other,but could.nct see it.de met very few smaller

and greater ships and they whistled to greet each other.Here

and there we ‘so¥ the dolphins sticking out their heads as if

they were curious 1o see what is passimg by.Also we could see




the sailing-vessels in the wice sea,from which we can see, that

p 4 'y . \
humen spirit is-gudaxious.

-

Fro m Europe the sea-gulls flew over our heads and

when ‘we meared to Canada they came again to greet us.When we

o

sailed .into Canadian:waters we hoisted the Americup flag and

soon we ended again for some time in Quebec.




“larger thdn Czechoslovakia.
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CANADA AS I FIND IT.

In the beginning I compared everything im Canada
to that in Czechoslovakia,but I must say,thet every country
has 'different ‘customs and-ways of living,and 1t 15 impossible
to get used-to evcrything“without living here from the. very
early chii&hood or for a longer time..

‘ The cenery from the first sight was beautiful
ané exactly the same as in Czechoslovakia,so that it comforts

’

fhe hearts of all Czechoslovakian’'people even for a while,who
C

came to Canada to find a new hone.,

2 : We made many trips through Czechoslovakia,so that

I kuow all the corners of my country,but I am afraid,that 111

~ know very littlie of Canada,a land about seventy-seven times.

N N\

The weather dlffers only a llttle ‘because Canadlan

‘w1ntcrs ‘are much longer end colder than ours,but the possibility

]
of the sports 1s equal.’

In our schools we have only five grades of
elementary,and eight high school classes,where at the end of
the eighthhigh we do our school leaving examinations,and then
continﬁe in univérsity coursges.ile have many sports in.most of °
the schools,especiélly ping-pong and voliey-ball and we have
gymnastics as an independent subject in our gym-suits in the-
gymnasium furnished with equipment of all kinds.#e learn quite
a lot of languages too,and we also need them badly.when I was
in the secomrd grade,Il remember,that we had German lessons every

car 1943-44. t
day.This was during -the war in the school- Joany Lo4o-44. Tuizge

~11- )




.
fourth grade we started to learn Russiam,and finally in fifth
grade I started po attend a.séhqol,where we had Emglish onme,
sometimes"two hours a day.In eighth grade we start to learn
Latin and French and of course R;ésian continues during these
years.The\history,which we lgarnecd last yeer,that is the Greek \;

and Roman history,I have already studied in’Czechoslovakia in

\ : 3 ¢
sixth grade,and we started -to have geometry in sixth as well.

5\ The Christmas spirit amd ‘Christmas altogether are

a 1ittle 'bit di?ferext.Three weeks before Christmas comes St.
Hicolas,who brings small gifts—to everybody,énd after this

everything flows into the spirit of holy Christmas.We have no

 Santa Claus,but Christ Child and already in the afternoon of

December twenty-fdurth there are very few people on the streets

and everything is quiet dhd_prepares for the great evening,

‘when we. have a-big supper,and after this we go to our Caristmas

trees gnd give out thé presents.The next two days- are great
feasts also-dgéoted to éod's services and to serious spirituai
meditations.Only New Year is welcomed happily,but it is not
forgotten to tﬁank God for everything that He gave, us in the
9ld year and fé ask Him fo give us His blessings for the New
!ear; h

In Cépada I found my new home.I know gradua%ly
what is better than was in my couatry and I am looking for an
explanation why this oxr that'is‘different.The millenary history
and tradition of my native land impressed upon every citizen
its own characte; and I know,that it is impossible to carry

.

over on the chardcter of another country.It is necessary to

get used to it,but by that I would like to brimg to my new
éountyy that,what she could not in her short history so far

know and what would produce of her really the best country in

{1
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the whole world,maybe only in small things,for which would

my forces be sufficient. ‘ ;
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